THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
of thousands of Highland crofters, to make room for
sheep, were evicted from land that was theirs by the
ride of immemorial usage. In the Nineteenth Century,
tens of thousands of men, women, and children were
compelled, by the iron laws of Industrial Revolution,
to live in such filth and misery and squalor as sicken
the imagination. Many of the ministers facilitated the
evictions by telling the crofters that this calamity was
punishment for their wickedness. The ministers of
the Kirk that had for so long claimed jurisdiction in
secular as well as in spiritual matters, watched without
any effective protest the degradation of .the people
under the Moloch of Industrialism. The Kirk that
had defied the Pope of Rome, the Kings of England
and France and Scotland, offered no effectual resistance
to the Highland landlords and southern industrialists
who banished or debased its pitifully faithful con-
gregations.
Why was the Kirk, with its ' astonishing precision
of thought/ so supine in these crises ? Because of its
solitary concern with the soul of man ? But it had
often enough interfered with the bodies of men by
preventing them from dancing, drinking, and walking
abroad on the Sabbath day. Because its battles for
existence had exhausted it ? Because its long struggle
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